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Dear Friends Around The World
Update from LCI President Chantess
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Update from LCI Secretary Ruth
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Update from LCI Vice President Ruth
Update from LCI 2015 Conference Team
Thank you from the LCI Board

Soon we are to meet in the gorgeous country of Akureyri Iceland
and you are going to be blown away by the beauty of the country
and warm hospitality of the Iceland Team! Start Opening your
Hearts up as you are in for the time of your life! It is such a special
AGM for me as I attended my first LCI AGM in 2005 in Reykjavik
Iceland as a councilor and 10 years later, I return as an LCI
President. My goodness, how the circle of life turns.
This is the LCI Boards final newsletter and so proud to present what
these Powerful Five Boardies have been up to in the last few
months. As we approach the AGM, the Boardies are hard at work
wrapping up what has been a fantastic year and not to forget the
Icelandic Conference Team are just as hard at work to enjoy your
walk away with memories of a lifetime.
So much has taken place since the last newsletter and can’t believe
how much we can all squeeze into such a short space of time. I just
love technology as it was great to feel and be part of all the LC
AGM’s on Facebook and see the support from the various
countries. Ruth H and I attended the LC Cyprus AGM due to the
41’er International AGM and Tangent International club. You can
imagine my surprise to meet up with old friends that I didn’t even
know were going to be there. Elena Charalambidou, Seetha
Venkatesh, both Past LCI Presidents, Mimi from Morocco and of
course the lovely ladies from LC Cyprus, Zoe and the Circlers

41CLUB AND
TANGENT AGM’S
What an honour to address
the meeting of 41er Club
International AGM meeting
and then addressing the
FIRST
Tangent
International AGM Meeting.
Wishing Susanne and the
Tangent Board a fantastic
year ahead.

It was Gitte’s birthday and what better way to
celebrate than with 100 of your closest friends 

ROUND TABLE

.

It was fantastic to meet so many of our Side by
Side partners. We had the opportunity to meet
Round Table International Vice President Altaf
Jeevunjee for the first time, together with Jason
Thomson Round Table International President 14
– 15.
Ruth Hungwe and I set up a meeting with Round
Table International where we discussed our MOU
(Memorandum of Understanding) which is so
exciting as we have now agreed that our future
Presidents and Vice Presidents will arrange to
meet annually and this will build our Side by Side
relationship in the future.
Unfortunately whilst in Cyprus we
received the devastating news during
the weekend regarding the terrible
earthquake that hit Nepal.
Immediately on learning the desperate
situation that Nepal was facing all five
organisations
(Ladies
Circle
International,
Round
Table
International, Tangent, 41 Club and
Agora),
along
with
WOCO,
collaborated and with RTI taking the
lead managing role to oversee the
campaign, we all have been able to
support the All4Nepal campaign

SOUTH AFRICA
Attending the South African AGM in Port Elizabeth
was my 15th AGM which is always great to see
friends from the days we started in Circle together.

ZIMBABWE
It was such a treat for me to travel to Zimbabwe
further more knowing that they had just applied for
Full Membership.
I am so proud to be part of this history to be
celebrating with these dynamic Zimbabwean
woman when they stand and receive their Full
Membership in Iceland.
These ladies impressed me so much with their
gumption and determination in true Friendship and
Service and will remain dear to me forever. I was
also fortunate to be part of their 4th Charter of LC
Masvingo with stunning ladies wanting to take on
the world.

THE NETHERLANDS
Netherlands 40th, wow, dancing to Mama Mia all
night with a room full of woman dressed with a
touch of pink, was out of this world!!!!
Only in The Netherlands can one experience eating
fresh oysters from the Oyster Man. Again meeting
up with old friends was such fun, Leontien, Nancy
and Mermaid Marion.
Thank you so much Femke for arranging an
amazing sightseeing trip around Utrecht by a
homeless man which makes you look at friendship
and service in a different light. It touched out hearts
like I have never felt and was so inspired by his
outlook of life.
The Boat ride around Utrecht with Femke at the
helm was hilarious as Maria Orsolic from Austria,
Mariame Hichaux, Clothilde from Belgium and Ana
and Aukje from The Netherlands, laughed and
feared the boats life as we slowly sailed around.
Such a great afternoon.
.

UGANDA
Ruth H and I attending the Charter of Uganda which
was an unexpectedly enriching trip, the roads are
just fascinating as no ordinary car can drive on
these roads except an expert Uganda driver that
took hours. The energy in the country is surprising
and the charter of these humble ladies, was
touching and a moment I will never forget. Songs
from the heart were written for us and dancing was
the entertainment as these ladies celebrated this
auspicious occasion. The cherry on the top which
completed this weekend off, was the most insane
bus ride back to Kampala with the ladies from LC
Burundi, Sharon from LC Zambia, Ruth H and
myself. Best way to get to know these beautiful
ladies!
.

Board meeting 4 in South Africa!!! What an
experience to share my country with the Boardies!
We worked exceptionally hard and were all very
productive in finalizing and discussing all aspects of
the upcoming CM, AGM and ICM as well as
applications, nominations, proposals and general
administration. Or course we had to relax and what
better way to spend it than in the African bush? Can
you believe that Mariame managed to wake up
early as we had a very early walk with Cheetahs in
the bush, truly magical. We ended one of the days
off with a beautiful sunset game drive, spotting
rhino’s and stopped to celebrate a great day with a
vino watching the sun go down behind the African
trees.
Thank you to everyone for hosting myself and the
Boardies throughout the year, collecting, dropping
off and taking care of us. Without you, we wouldn’t
have had the successful time as what we had.
See you all soon in Iceland as we celebrate our
successes for the year and don’t forget to have fun!
Chantess
LCI President 14 – 15

.

Message from Gitte – LCI Past President 14 - 15
Dear Circlers, dear wonderful friends!
What a year and what a LCI Board - time is flying
and my fourth year on the international board ends.
Thank you Chantess for letting me help you I am
really honored. This is my absolutely last
newsletter, but I will look forward to read the ones
to come and to follow LCI many years ahead.
Thank you to all Circlers around the world for all
your help, friendship and your great hospitality.
In my year as IPP(P) I had a great pleasure to work
with extension within LCI.
I am happy to say that I can bring you all great
news for what will happen at the LCI Conference in
Akureyri, Iceland.

Before deadline the 10th of June the LCI Board received two
applications for Associated Membership of LCI – this is fantastic
and this is why it is great to be IPP – I am so happy.
The two countries are Kenya and USA – I will again take the
opportunity to THANK the Ladies behind these countries and
also a very big thank you to their godmothers LC Botswana and
LC Norway and last but defiantly not least to RT without your
help we could not have succeeded with two new countries this
year.
A more detailed update regarding LCI extensions will be given at
the AGM in Akureyri. I do hope to see many of you in Akureyri.
I am also working with new countries, which I hope will apply
next year with help from Chantess. We still talk and writes with
Australia, Dubai, Gibraltar, Hungary, Malta, New Zealand,
Rwanda, Singapore and Sri Lanka - I wish all the countries and
Chantess all the best in their work next year.
I can only repeat myself please don´t get bored - “If you know a
potential circler to any of the above mentioned countries please
contact me and I will help to make the contact” – or if you know
Ladies from other countries you would like us to contact, just let
us know.
I really look forward to see many of you in Akureyri and to the
rest of you I wish you all a fantastic summer and a great LC year
2015/16 - Encourage, Empower, Enjoy and Many hearts one
spirit.
Big hug and many kisses

Gitte
LCI Past President 14 - 15

Message from Ruth – LCI Secretary
The LCI Board Meeting 4 was held in Hoedspruit, South Africa.
I flew out with Kenyan Airlines who offer a very generous
luggage allowance. I made sure I used every kilogramme I
was allowed and took a vast amount of gifts and items with me.
I flew out with 57kgs and came back with 19kgs!

Nourish School, Hoedspruit, South Africa
Stationery donation on behalf of the LCI Board 14/15

Part of my luggage was 100 sets of stationery which were
given to a local school in Hoedspruit called Nourish
www.nourish.org.za. The group do an amazing job supporting
the local children in the community. Nourish hosted a School
Holiday Project where they ran a fun morning of arts and finger
painting with local children from the Sigagule Village. The
children were all given stationery to take to school in the new
term. I note on the Nourish webpage a quote from Mother
Teresa which sums up what we do every day with Ladies Circle
"We can do no great things, only small things with great love".

I would like to thank all the Countries who submitted
their returns on time as it makes my job so much easier.
Please remember to remind your countries future Board
Members the importance of this information and that the
deadlines are adhered to. Without your support we will
miss the deadlines for printing for the AGM
Documentation, LCI Directories, finalising budgets,
compiling details for the LCI Board Meeting 4 etc.
As part of my role I have also taken on the responsibility
for looking after the Weblady duties until the AGM.
Thank you all for the fantastic reports, articles and
updates that you are sending through. Our website will
only be as good as the content we receive so please
keep letting us know what you are getting up to. Your
ideas may be an inspiration to another country.
I thought it would be an idea remind you all of what to
bring the LCI
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Agenda for the Councillors Meeting 2015
Minutes of the Councillors Meeting 2014
Agenda for the LCI AGM 2015
Minutes of the LCI AGM 2014
Agenda for the International Contact Meeting 2015
Minutes of the International Contact Meeting 2014
If you could provide a one page sheet providing
your Country’s Board details.
8. Banners and pins to exchange
9. Copy of the current LCI Directory

For the Vice President’s, it is customary (but not
obligatory) to exchange a small gift during the
International Contact Meeting on the Saturday.
If you are not a Councillor, you have to think about some
small things as well......
1. Gift if you are going to a Home Party (this is normally
something to represent your country) and any gifts
you feel you want to give during the conference.
2. National costume/dress
3. Hat for the AGM
4. Pins to swap with other Ladies
5. Money for the tombola..... Will you win the Tombola
and go to Cape Town in 2016?
I really look forward to seeing you all at the LCI 2015 in
Akureyri, Iceland.
Yours in friendship
Ruth
LCI Secretary 14 - 16

Message from Mariame – LCI Treasurer
Dear Ladies, dear Friends from all over the world,
I find it hard to believe how fast this year has gone by! Soon
my time on the international board will come to an end. It has
been an honour and a great privilege to serve you as LCI
Treasurer for the past 2 years and I would like to take this
opportunity to thank you all for your trust, thank you for your
support, help and love, thank you for your friendship and
hospitality, thank you for your generosity, commitment and
great work that inspired me all along. I have enjoyed every bit
and every moment of those incredibly years, full of fantastic
memories that I will always cherish.
Our International Service Project “Children of the Dump” has
now come to an end.
I can say that together we
accomplished more than I ever thought we could! Ladies, you
have really put your heart and soul in supporting this
wonderful project helping improve the lives and offering a
better future for the children of the dump. Thank you very
much to all of you for your generous donations and the
considerable work done to collect all these funds.
The LCI charity pin is a significant source of revenue for the
ISP. And I’m pleased to say that the sales proved very
constant and successful throughout the year. Thank you
Ladies for your everlasting support! We still have some pins,
so just ask and you will be granted. The new ISP pin is so
pretty, send me your orders now and it will be my pleasure to
bring them prepared to Iceland for you.

The Travel Fund was solicited by many ladies who
attended the LCI Conference, MTM’s, Charters, country
AGM’s,… And the Extension Support Fund helped
several countries to visit their godchild/godmother country.
Again this year, the LCI Board did its utmost to satisfy as
much as possible all the requests, bearing in mind the
available funds. Nothing makes the board happier than
helping you travel around the world, sharing friendships,
meeting new circlers, sharing amazing time together,
supporting each other and making new circles. It was
also a real pleasure to read all your travel reports, full of
exciting and happy memories and colored with beautiful
pictures. A great thanks to you all for the time spent!
Dear friends, I look forward to meeting you very soon in
Iceland where we will celebrate this wonderful year
together! And for those who cannot make it this year, I
wish you a happy 2015-16 circling year and hope we will
meet again sometime, somewhere along the way.
Warmest hugs and loads of love, ♥♥♥
Mariame
LCI Treasurer
2013-2015

LC BELGIUM

LC BOTSWANA

LC FRANCE
LC GB&I

LC LUXEMBOURG

LC MOROCCO
LC LUXEMBOURG

LC SAINT QUENTIN
LC NETHERLANDS

LC WAVRE

Message from Ruth – LCI Vice President 14 - 15

My Dear Friends!
We are just a few weeks from the LCI AGM
in Iceland and I cannot believe that I have
come almost to the end of a year on the LCI
Board! What a journey it has and what an
absolutely mind altering and life changing
time it has been. I want to take this
opportunity to thank everyone who has been
a part of it and you are too numerous to call
out by name but I am also thankful and
grateful for the opportunity my friends
entrusted in me and my fellow Boardies to
administer the business of the Association on
your behalf. Specifically to fellow Boardies
and VP’s throughout the Circling world you
ladies rock! Need I remind you that you
Encourage me, you Empower me and I
thoroughly Enjoy you
Just to share a little of what I have been busy
with – the biggest task of course is getting
ready for a wonderful time in Akureyri
Mid June we had the BM4 in Hoedspruit in
South Africa. We worked hard and also found
time to play (just a little bit) and the highlight
of our playtime is we made friends with a
lady Cheetah called Ntombi (which means
“girl” in Zulu). We got up close and personal.

Earlier on in June I had the humbling privilege to
accompany Chantess to the Charter of Ladies Circle
Uganda. We had the pleasure of meeting new and
old friends from Zambia and Burundi. We were
introduced to vibrant ladies in Uganda whom I now
call friends. I also made sure I got to do something
new whilst I was there and riding on the back of a
motorcycle taxi with Perpetue from LC Burundi was
a treat never having been on a motorcycle in my life!
On my way back to Botswana I met with some
motivated princesses who are championing the LC
Kenya extension. It seems we have recorded some
welcome growth on the continent I call home – a win
for us all – one can never have too many friends in
our world of Circling.

Let me end by wishing us a successful, fun and progressive
time in Akureyri. I know Hildur and her team have done some
outstanding work thus far to ensure we an incredible 56th AGM.
If someone reading this still has not registered to attend come
on – come and join us I have heard it said “the more, the
merrier” and I believe it’s a true statement. Those of you who
have registered here is an advert and reminder - please bring
extra money for tombola tickets so you can try your luck
towards winning travel costs towards the next AGM.
Much Love as always see you soon.
Ruth
LCI Vice President 14 - 15

LCI AGM 2015 UPDATE
Almost there! Open your heart 2015.
The Open your heart team is ready and looking forward to seeing
you all in August for the LCI conference. 500 ladies and 70 partners/guests have
registered so we have every reason to be happy and proud.
There are a few things to keep in mind for your trip.
Note that Akureyri is a 6 hour drive from Keflavík airport so give yourself time to travel.
Pre tours start in Keflavík Airport, there is also pickup at Reykjavík bus terminal for those who are already there.
Once you arrive in Akureyri the registration will be at the conference hotel KEA. The travel agents will be present at the
registration desk should you need their assistance.
If you arrive to Akureyri by air and have ordered pickup service please make sure that you let the travel agents know
when you will be arriving. Those of you being home hosted can expect to hear from your host soon.
Akureyri is a small town by international standards and all venues are within walking distance. For home parties, day
tours etc. there will be a meeting point at the old bus terminal, only a couple of minutes walk from KEA hotel.
The currency in Iceland is the króna. 1 Euro is approximately 147 kr. There are ATMs all over town and credit cards are
accepted in all businesses including taxis.
Make sure to pack warm clothing. You can expect all kinds of weather so be prepared.
This is applies especially to those who are doing whale watching and horseback riding.
It's a good idea to bring a bathing suit, there are excellent pools in Iceland with natural
geothermal hot water.
And of course remember your pins, hats, gala dresses and your smiles :)

Should any questions arise don't hesitate to ask.
We look forward opening our hearts to you all.
Ingibjörg,
Conference Secretary.

Farewell Ladies, thanks for making our year such great fun, filled
with fabulous memories and lifetime friendships.
For those Ladies travelling to Iceland for the LCI AGM 2015 we
look forward to seeing you there. Travel safely ….

