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Dear Friends
What an awesome year I feel we have ahead of us. It has been
2 months since Iceland, where the honour of being the “first
amongst equals” over the next few months was bestowed upon
me and what a great time I have already had as the days
unfold.
I have had the privilege of visiting 7 Circling nations –
Zimbabwe (to see my family and thank them for giving me the
love and support to serve my friends), South Africa, Estonia,
Latvia, Austria, Slovenia and Romania and also fulfilled my first
Side by Side obligation by representing LCI at the 19th Agora
Club International AGM in Brasov, Romania. LC Estonia
celebrated their 25th Anniversary in red carpet style and it was
such an honour to be there. No doubt some of you saw and
heard my attempt at singing – I owe Kristina Seema a horrible
“punishment” for springing such a surprise on me. It was
really good fun though and it was great to see the support of
Ladies from Finland, Latvia and Denmark. Also the event was
graced by the presence of RTI VP Kaj and some Tablers
from the region. I also found time to bond with our LCI
Treasurer Sirli– who is an excellent hostess and a most
beautiful friend. It was humbling to meet founding and past
Circlers in Estonia at the Anniversary celebrations and in Romania at the Agora meeting. It felt good to be able to appreciate them for having believed in the gift of friendship and the
privilege of service.
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LCI Board Meetings
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Ladies Circle Kenya - 5 December 2015
Ladies Circle USA - 12 March 2016
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At the Agora meeting I was able to thank those who
had been Circlers for the inheritance they have given
us as LCI. Through this inheritance as LCI we have
become custodians of the present and we look forward to working towards strengthening all our Side by
Side commitments as we architect our future so that
we too who are currently in LC can pass on the profound inheritance we have received.
Congratulations to the out-going ACI Board
for a job well done and we are grateful for
their continued contribution to our ISP’s.

that might choke it and finally see it bud and then
bloom into a complete and beautiful metaphoric flower.
In this space every Circler new or old at a personal,
local, national and international level will be duty
bound to work towards
ensuring that Ladies Circle
takes her place amongst
other service clubs of

the world as the
service club of
choice for women
who fall in
between the
ages of 18 - 45.
That is the
The experiences from the travels although
beautiful goal I
different from country to country are
believe we have
grounding some truths for me. The first
the capacity to
truth being that LCI has so much to look
become. To
forward to in the future. If we can all commit
corporately
to do what our Aims and Objectives say we
become ONE we
are about, then purposefully work to build on the
have to internalise these processes and consciously
foundations that have been formed over the last 56
do them in an atmosphere of love and respect for
years of our formalised existence – we are strong
those we call friends. It is my sincere hope and earenough to build, secure and sustain a glorious future nest prayer that at the end of this awesome year I will
for our association.
be able to hand over the reigns of the association
with a measure of ONENESS having been formed in
I also found that my friend Chantess tilled the ground our midst.
for me through the message of "Encourage, Empower, Enjoy". It is always easier to build upon a good
foundation as opposed to laying a foundation from
scratch. Similarly it is easier to sow where the ground
has already been prepared to receive seed. I feel I
must congratulate my friend again for a year well led.
Now my job is to simply follow behind her, drop the
seed of the flower of "Oneness.” And watch it go
through the processes of germination. Every Circler
has a duty to tend it, water it, removing the weeds

Continued….
I have also been struck by how people actually want to be ONE and that brought so much joy to my heart.
The most frequently asked question in my encounters with Circlers has been “how do we become ONE?”. I
do not know if I personally hold all the answers to this question but I will always do ny best to try and break it
open. To me ONENESS is a principle that says I am my sisters’/friends’ keeper. I believe the place to start
to be referred to as anyone’s “keeper” is to get to really know one another. As the relationship progresses
we should come to a place where we remove the masks we wear to strangers and the public. I have already
challenged us to pursue at least 2 ladies per quarter and grow a relationship with them. You will agree with
me that it is a form of not being truthful to call anyone your friend when you do not even take the time to
speak to them let alone know them.
The hugs, the laughter and photo moments that we share whenever we meet only testify of the potential to
bond at deeper levels than we currently portray. If we dare to go beyond what already exists amongst us I
believe that we can and will produce a formidable force that
will impact our world more through our unique strength of
coming together in the name of Friendship and Service. If
you run out of personal stuff to talk about, then talk about
ideas to make our association better. That is the first step towards being ONE and the end game of this process is that
you will find out about one another’s strengths and weaknesses and find ways to prop one another up to be the
friend that our friends need whenever the occasion arises.
There are ladies who are hurting, there are ladies who need
support, there are some in difficult places and they can use a
friend. Identify them and be a source of encouragement.
There are also are ladies who have a kaleidoscope of joy
that needs to be shared lets join them and share in their joys.
This includes Charters, lets rally behind one another making
sure to encourage them in person and if that is not possible
send greetings even in personal capacities – it all goes a long way and is fuel for Oneness.
We have two new countries joining us both beautiful and exciting in their own rights Kenya and USA and
they both need our equal support
Earlier on in October I had the privilege of visiting Cape Town in preparation for “My Cape Town 2016” AGM
and all I can say is prepare to have your breath taken away by the “Mother-City” as Cape Town is referred to
in South Africa. It is important for LC SA and all the other LCI meeting hostesses to know in advance approximately how many people to expect. Let us show them and our organization some love by registering
early so the planning is as close to accurate as possible. I am confident to say LCI has not seen anything
like the spectacular show Judy and the LC SA ladies have in store for us come August 2016. For those in
Europe I saw that there are flights from most European cities to Cape Town with possibly one stop and prices were around Euro 500-680 so secure flights while costs are still reasonably low. I also checked on flights
to MTM’s and there are some really good prices to Belgium and Mauritius. We need as many people to participate because your friends in these countries have gone out of their way to ensure we have great meetings. It is also a way of making new precious memories. Let us show up in numbers and fulfill their joy. I
cannot highlight this enough - REGISTER! REGISTER! REGISTER!
Finally hear me LCI – We Are One!
Your friend

Rue Hungwe

LCI President 2015-2016

Dear Friends!
A very big Thank You to the
LCI Conference team for an
exceptional conference in
Akureyri. Reading all the
travel reports is a true
testament to the amazing
memories ladies have made
and what an amazing
positive
impression
for
those that attended their
LCI for the first time. I speak
on
behalf of so many
ladies, the conference was
flawless and each of us
have the most unforgettable
memories!

Keep an eye open on Facebook as well as our
website
www.ladiescircleinternational.org
for more exciting details.
Congratulations again to Zimbabwe for becoming a
Full Member country and trust that more Associate
Member countries are also working towards this
fantastic goal.

We have been in contact with Dubai, Singapore,
Rwanda and New Zealand, very soon, LC Malta is
on the way rejoining us. This is one of my main
goals, to assist new countries with applying for
Wow, here I thought I would Associate Membership at our LCI Conference 2016
in South Africa.
be relaxed as an IPP but
upon my return home, my
Friends – do not forget that our travel grants and
email was flooded with
reports from around the world. I loved reading each extension fund is there to assist you to travel in
supporting friends around the world. Do not forget to
and every report as it reminded me of how small a
send in these requests and remember that we will
world we live in, and in Friendship and Service,
waiting to hear all about your travels and advencoming together to celebrate as One!
tures you experienced upon your return.
For those of you who were not able to attend the
conference in Iceland, we celebrated with LC Kenya With the motto this year - We Are One – lets
encourage each other to share in this unique bond
and LC USA as we accepted them as Associate
of friendship.
Member countries. Once again - congratulations
and looking forward to the charters in the coming
year! Ladies look out for their charter dates, it
would be lovely to have many ladies attending the
charters as we welcome them into our amazing
LCI Immediate Past President 2015 - 2016
Association.
We Are One!

Chantess Wiggill

Past LCI Presidents Mottos’s

What at feeling….
... Back from LCI in Iceland a little
over two months and still have not
really realised that I was actually
elected International Vice
President. Thank you so much to all
the Councillors for the votes and
thank you LC Akureyri and LC
Iceland for an amazing experience
in your beautiful country. I am definitely coming back.

friends are up to. Also see if you
can find an opportunity to
participate in the MTM’s 2016 in
Belgium or Mauritius and/or My
Cape Town 2016 LCI AGM in South
Africa.
LCI Work

Our first LCI Board Meeting was on
Sunday after the Gala. I felt really
welcomed with open arms and I can
¨Oneness¨ this year’s motto – when
see that this LCI Board is going to
be enjoyable and hardworking (as
was the previous Board). Right now
I am really looking forward to Board
Meeting 2 in November in Morocco.
My responsibilities this year will be
as follows:

special event that started the year I
was National President and it is a
great feeling to see how last year’s
President and this year’s President
have continued and developed on
the concept. This really creates a
feeling of ¨Oneness¨ in
LC Denmark.
At the end of September I attended
RT Denmark’s 75th Anniversary –
they had gathered 800 Tablers and
we were about 50 ladies meeting
up with the Tablers at a night club
after they had finished their for men
only Gala event¨.
Locally

I would like to mention just one
meeting even although there have

Help President Rue reach her
been several meetings. This is a
goals for the year
meeting in my own LC club. We

The collecting articles for the
had a lady come and talk to us
newsletters
about the topic of ¨Understanding

Circle Charter Greetings
how to lead Voluntary Workers and

General contact
what motivates them”. It was such
an interesting subject and really
Since I left Iceland I have
I try to explain to other people what participated in an excellent Skype
motivated me and gave me an
Ladies Circle is, I sometimes do not meeting with the other LCI Boardies insight on how I could inspire others
find the words – but really we are
– amazing what technology allows to do more than they already do.
ONE. Together we have the
us to do today. It is really interesting
In ending, I would like to just say
understanding that we somehow
how one can be in the comfort of
thank you for everything to those I
belong together and regardless of their home while having a good and have encountered so far on my LCI
whether it is someone from my
VP journey and if anyone needs
fruitful meeting with ladies from
anything from me personally or our
own country or someone from LC
Iceland, GB&I, South Africa,
Board do not hesitate to get in
from the other side of the globe, I
Estonia, and Botswana. After such touch.
have always felt the warmth and
experiences with my Boardie
Lots of LC love,
willingness to help each other.
friends I must say it only leaves me
inspired to do more.
As I was collecting articles for this
Newsletter I am discovering that
Side by Side
LCI Vice President 2015-2016
there are some pretty nice things
I have also participated in LC
going on in the different countries
that have contributed to this issue. Denmark’s and RT Denmark’s
So please make sure to scroll down Area Chairmen Meeting in
Svendborg in August. Really a
to the end and find out what our

Gry Haugen

Hello Lovely Ladies
I am really enjoying being your Secretary for the
the Knights of the Round Table.
second year running. This year I am finding
everything to be so much easier having learnt from
the previous year.
I am currently busy putting the LCI Directory
2015/2016 together. It still amazes me how much
time and detail is required to do this job. No job is
worth doing unless one puts in 100% of the
required effort. After all this is our reference guide
for the year ahead so I am according it all the love
and care it requires. Many thanks go to those who
have responded where I have had a query
regarding some of the information I have on file.
As I discovered last year deadlines are very
important and in order for you not to get caught out,
below are the deadlines that are coming up soon:


Half Year Reports need to be submitted by the
31.12.2015.
Items for Discussion at the MTM’s to be
submitted before the 31.12.2015.

We need all this information in order to compile the
documentation for the MTM Meetings to ensure we
make the printing deadlines prior to the meetings.
So the earlier you can let us have the information
and reports the happier we are and the better we
can serve you the members.
On a personal note things have changed quite a bit
for me. I have now moved further south in England
to a town called Andover. This happened some
months ago as a result of my husband being
relocated for work. I have started a new job and
slowly getting to grips with the new role. Also both
my eldest children are now at University and we
now only have Daniel at home so the house is very
quiet, something I am not used to …. I am looking
forward to the Christmas break when we have a full
household again.
I have also done a little exploring of the local area
and discovered in Winchester a fantastic piece of
history. I recommend that if you are ever in the
area, do visit The Great Hall, Home of the Round
Table which is one of the finest surviving medieval
halls which contains the legendary King Arthur and

Ladies Circle Winchester Sewing Night
Locally - As we do not have a club in Andover yet, I
have been joining in with Winchester Ladies Circle
events including a Bake Off Cake Competition and
learning to sew lovely Christmas decorations. I
have also joined in with a membership drive in
Southampton in an effort to get another Circle off
the ground in an area where we do not have a club.
Coming up next month Winchester Ladies Circle
have the annual Bonfire which the ladies will be
supporting Winchester Round Table in an excellent
Side by Side event.

Continued….
Nationally - I popped in to see the LC GB&I Councillors at their September 2015 Council
Meeting and found everyone in such good spirits. In November I will be joining my ‘old’ Club,
Lichfield Ladies Circle to attend a Murder Mystery Charity Dinner and attend the National
Remembrance Day Service at the National Arboretum followed by a lunch arranged by the
Lichfield Ladies.
Internationally - I joined LCI Vice President Gry at the October 2015 Tangent International Half
Year Meeting in Birmingham where we presented an update on LCI and all the exciting upcoming events we have planned.
Not forgetting Side by Side. I was honoured to be able to work side by side with Sleaford
Round Table at their Annual Beer Festival serving 40 beers/ales/lagers and 18 ciders.
Amazingly we ran out of just about everything by the end of the night and it was a great
success raising over £15,000 in aid of a charity called Shock which provides defibrillators to
use in the community. The sore feet and long 13 hour shift really was worth it when you see
what a difference it makes to a community. I have already signed up to help again next year.
I closing, I’m wishing you all the very best in your 2015/2016 Circling year and if you do need
anything I am here to help you and look forward to working with you during the year ahead.

Ruth Curry

LCI Secretry 2015-2016

Membership Fees
Should be paid to:

Record Bank,

Avenue Henri Matisse 16

1140, Bruxelles,
Belgium

IBAN:
BE74 6528 3867 3907
Swift
Address/
BIC
Code: HBKABE22
Fees are due
October 31st
Capitation Fees for
2015-2016 will be Euro
6,25 per member.
Hello Ladies!

Charity Donation
Should be paid to:
Record Bank,

Avenue Henri Matisse, 16

1140, Bruxelles,
Belgium

IBAN:
BE94 6529 6244 6614
Swift
Address/
BIC
Code: HBKABE22
Please send a separate
note informing the LCI
Treasurer: treasurer@ladiescircleinternati
onal.org

Some time has passed now since our
unforgettable Iceland conference in
August. I am still thinking about it as
one of my most enjoyable trip ever.
With this trip I recorded new “first” in
my travelling. I flew to Iceland having
one suitcase packed in another. Yes,
you read right. I took an extra case
with me. Was I being a typical lady by
packing more than I needed to? If
you think it was for emptying lcelandic shops of all those beautiful Icelandic cardigans, you are completely
wrong. The extra suitcase was to enable me to bring back 20,8 kilos of
charity- and other LCI pins back to
Estonia with me!
On this “heavy” note I would like to
remind you and encourage you to
buy LCI pins! This will be a huge help
towards lightening my luggage for the
next trips. It is costly to have excess
weight, while travelling.
To continue on a more sober note
please remember, that these pins are
not just attractive ornaments for decoration. By purchasing a pin you will
support our International Service Projects and this year let us buy pins to
raise funds for our current
ISP 2015-2017 LittleBigHelp.
Here is another interesting fact. Did
you know, that there are over 12 000
wonderful women in LCI today? Yet
only 1577 “We Are One pins” have

been bought so far! It is not hard to
imagine how much good we could do
together, if we all will buy at least one
charity pin.
It would be an injustice not to mention the spectacular 25th birthday
party of LC Estonia. The event took
place in Tallinn on September 26th. It
made us, the girls from LC Estonia,
especially proud, that the newly appointed President of LCI, Ruth
Hungwe, began her official visits by
coming to our little country (to ladies
with BIG hearts) and celebrating our
birthday with us.
I had the privilege to host Rue in my
home. It gave me an opportunity to
be up-close and personal with her
and to discover, what a lovely lady
our President is. Simply a gorgeous
person!

Continued….
September was an exciting month for me. The
actual job as the LCI Treasurer started with
collecting the travel reports and documents and
issuing Capitation Fee invoices.
My new role came with some challenges as the
banking laws in Europe became stricter and our
bank needed me to present myself physically at their
premises so I had to make a trip to Brussels,
Belgium, in order to prove my existence and to meet
with Belgian bankers face to face.
In Belgium the former LCI Treasurer Mariame
Hichaux with other wonderful ladies from LC Wavre,
Ohain and Brussels came to meet me. Mariame

emails have been replied
twice by me. This is the
truth, and I am sure that
it could have caused
some confusion, but it
occurred in the spirit of
being diligent.
Included under my
responsibilities is to
ensure all Capitation
and Affiliation Fees are
invoiced and payments
received. I also chair the

At the Ladies Circle Estonia 25th Anniversary Gala Dinner
introduced the “treasurer tasks” to me and gave
useful tips for my treasurer assignmnent. We had a Associate Member Fund
proper handover session over a weekend which left and LCI Charity Fund.
me very confident to be the best treasurer LCI
Dear Treasurers, please read LCI rules carefully and
needs.
let us keep to the deadlines. Let’s make each other’s
work easier!
In Brussels I also had a chance to participate in a
I want to thank everyone, who has sent their
Charity concert themed ’’Colour of Touch’’,
organised by LC Brussels. In a nutshell it was a very documents in on time. Travel Grants and other
reimbursements will be paid out by the end of
nice time, filled with good music, great people and
interesting and memorable encounters with LC and November latest.
In case anyone has questions please do not
RT members.
hesitate to contact me. I will be more than happy to
answer your questions and to be of assistance to
I wish to express my gratitude to Mariame and
Clotilde Wauthoz for opening their hearts and homes you.
to me! Also my sincerest thanks to Mounia Mejbar
One more time: please remember to purchase
for taking me on a private tour of the Brussels’ City
charity pins! You can see the selection below.
Hall! You all spoilt me. Thank you.
These couple of months in LCI have been
interesting involving some hard-work. My mailbox is
never empty! I could never have imagined such an
LCI Treasurer 2015-2016
inflow of emails. They all need to be answered. As a
result of this a slightly “hectic” situation some of the

Sirli Rooma

For LCI CHARITY PIN collectors:
We have following PIN’s in stock. DON’T WAIT, it’s your time to MAKE GOOD!
SEND YOUR ORDERS TO: treasurer@ladiescircleinternational.org and you will get them!

You're Special
2006-2007
Tracey Wilkinson
GB&I

Circle World with
Colours
2007-2008
Kathleen A. Flynn
Malta

You'll
never
walk alone
2009-2010
Kjersti Irgnes
Norway
(Only 3 left!)

Do it
2010-2011
Malin Dahlberg
Sweden

Many hearts
- one spirit
2012-2013
Gitte Høyer
Denmark
(Only 18 left!)

Put Your Heart Up
2013-2014
Cindy Kempeneers
Belgium)

Encourage,
Empower,
Enjoy
2014-2015
Chantess Wiggill
South Africa)

We are One
2015-2016
Ruth Hungwe
Botswana

Dear Ladies
Time flies and it is time for my first newsletter article! First of all I
would like to say thank you to all of the amazing ladies that attended the Conference in Akureyri in August and opened their
hearts to new friendship and memories. It was really a rollercoster ride for me as the Conference Convenor and also a Nominee for the position of LCI Weblady. I loved every minute and will
be thankful for this opportunity for the rest of my life. These Conferences truly show us the deep
meaning of friendship.
During the four weeks after the conference I was really busy accepting and reading all your lovely travel reports, which flooded my inbox. I did read them all and loved every one of them, you ladies rock! All
of the travel reports have been uploaded to our LCI webpage and if you have not read them, you
should! They show us how travelling and circling can enrich our
lives.
I have been busy working “behind the scenes” with the webpage.
I am constantly trying to make it simpler and easier to find and
access any material we have on the website. I also want to see
the website more “alive” so I have added an Instagram feed to it.
Now it is time for us to show that We Are One and share everything we are doing in Circling. By using the hashtags
#ladiescircleinternational, #LCinternational, #oneness1516
and #WAO1516 your Instagram photographs will show up on the
LCI website.
It is my desire to update the website with regular news from our
worldwide LCI family so please send me everything you are doing, charity, events, birthdays….I want to know about everything
we are doing.
This year is my first year of my two year term as LCI Weblady
and I know that it will be filled with fun and friendship. There will be lots of work but there will also be
lots of time to enjoy and explore the world of Friendship and Circling.
My travelling will start with BM2 in Morocco in November. In January I will attend the MTM in Belgium,
an official visit where I will sit as a board member at the meeting. I will start the Belgium journey in The
Netherlands with the charity event Ladies Cycling to Leuven, where we are going to cycle 85 km to
Leuven to help raise funds for our ISP LittleBigHelp.
In March I am attending BM3 in Finland and will go straight from there to the New York to attend the
Ladies Circle USA Charter. In June we will have BM4 in the Great Britain where we will also celebrate
the 80 years of Ladies Circle GB&I. Last but not least BM5 will be in Cape-Town, South Africa in August 2016.
As you can see I am going to have an adventurous year ahead of me and hopefully you are all in the
same boat with me because We Are One!
Yours in Friendship and Circling

Hildur Halldórsdóttir
LCI Weblady 2015-2016

International Service Project 2015-2017

On behalf of LittleBigHelp and the girls in Girls Home, we thank you for the votes at the AGM in
Akureyri, Iceland.
Being chosen as Ladies Circle ISP, is a great honour! It tells us, that no matter where we live, or
what we do – we Ladies are able to gather our hearts. Now our gathered hearts will reach out to
girls, who live a life under awful circumstances in Kolkata, India.
We are going to help girls that life everyday with the fear of abuse, rape, trafficking and drugs
surrounding them.
LittleBigHelp and Girls Home offer the girls a safe environment away from the streets, surrounded
by caring adults, trained to support them. By supporting the ISP 2015/2017, we make sure they are
protected, clothed, medically cared for, and educated. We give them a voice and a choice.

In the Girls Home, adults are present to take care of the girls every need 24/7. All adults are highly
qualified to deal with the traumas, the girls bring with them. They also make sure the girls are
going to school every day, help them with their homework, and makes their everyday life, as safe
and secure as every child in the world is entitled to. The girls are enrolled in local schools, and
engage in local activities, with the support of LittleBigHelp.
Our team at the Girls’ Home also provide the girls with on-going guidance and counselling about
challenges faced in life and how best to cope with them.
It is especially important to offer help to girls in India, as they are extra vulnerable, even more than
boys. Child marriage is not uncommon, and they risk being trafficked, raped or abused.
On November 14th, Karina and Tina from our club will be visiting the Girls Home in Kolkata, and
visiting with the Ladies Circle local club in Kolkata. Both Ladies are looking very much forward to
the trip, and will bring home merchandise to sell, to benefit the Girls Home.
To support the ISP 2015/2017, please order our new pin, as pictured, at:
ISP20152017@gmail.com
If you would like a visit from us, please contact us at: ISP20152017@gmail.com
For more information, visit www.littlebighelp.com – A little help from you, is a big help for others.
With Love,
Ladies Circle 54, Aarhus, Denmark.

Country News
At the end of September
many beautiful ladies and
charming gentlemen were
walking over the red carpet to
take part of Ladies Circle
Estonia 25th Anniversary Party.
What a great opportunity to
meet all the ladies at the
beginning of circling year! It was
great pleasure to have guests
from 7 different LC and RT
countries. We had 2 members of
LCI board (Rue and Sirli) and
also RTI Vice President Kaj from
Finland. Four National Presidents were
part of the celebrations. They were Sanita
from Latvia, Laima from Lithuania, Soja
from
Finland and also one National
Vice President Tanya from

Ladies Circle Estonia 25th Anniversary
More than half of ladies from Estonian Ladies
Circle were present at the party and amongst
us were 6 of the ladies who started Ladies
Circle in Estonia 25 years ago. We were
especially happy to introduce also one new
candidate club LC10, we are preparing to
charter next autumn. Of course the
celebration was side by side with Round
Tablers.
Whilst having a fabulous party with
many beautiful people, we also
managed to collect a considerable
amount of money for Estonia national
charity project.

Denmark. Oh, what an honour to have
such a fantastic team here in Tallinn!

Ladies Circle Botswana Truly Embodies the Diversity of Circling
Akureyri 20 to 23 August 2015.........what an AGM to
remember......what an exceptional AGM this was for
LC Botswana.....the excitement of having our very
own becoming the LCI President was truly a highlight
in LC Botswana’s year. Five ladies braved the
20+hour journey to be at this joyous and momentous
occassion with all the love and spirit of all the Ladies
left behind. We were constantly communicating play
by play, frame by frame of all the goings on in
Akureyri via whatsapp and social media throughout
the AGM to the Ladies left back home. True
Onenness of spirit. Ruth Hungwe was officially
appointed as LCI President at this AGM and we look
forward to supporting her throughout her tenure as
we aim to make an impact in Botswana and the rest
of the world.

encouraged and empowered to do more when I got
back home.We also used this as an opportunity to
visit Paris and Amsterdam with a few other girlfriends
which was a life long dream. (Thanks to Ladies
Circle).

This and all the AGM’s showcase the beauty of
Circling as it crosses that divide of race, profession,
country to bring friends from different backgrounds
and countries, that would otherwise never have met in
this lifetime ,for the common cause of Friendship and
Service. Truly there is no onenesss greater than the
coming together for one vision to encourage,
empower and enjoy each other. I encourage ladies
from all walks of life to join Ladies Circle – as the
rewards and fulfilment are immeasurable. You cannot
have been a circler and not have had your life
Our stay in Akureyri was so much fun as we shared a impacted in one way or the other.
flat with some other circlers from Zambia and
Zimbabwe. It was very close to “The Hof” and made
Yours In Friendship &Service
it very convenient for us to party our nights away and
Melissa
also be able to walk home after the many nights of
Kadzirange
sharing friendship. New friendships were made and
LC Botswana
old ones strengthened.
Personally this was the first AGM I attended as a
Councillor, I must say I learnt a lot about the
business of circling and left Akureyri feeling greatly

National
President
2015/2016

Country News
The year 2015 has been
Eventful Year for Ladies Circle Iceland
unusually eventful for LC
Iceland. Not only have we
just hosted a wonderful
LCI conference, but we
have also chartered three new clubs this year. Our newest club, LC15 Akureyri, has been active for
almost a year now. We held an open introduction meeting in October in Akureyri, because the two
existing clubs had an abnormal problem of too many ladies wanting to join. 17 women attended
even though we knew of some that didn‘t make it and there was a great interest. They quickly
formed a board, and even had participants at our Councillors Meeting, two days after the
introduction. They were also so enthusiastic that they decided to go to the AGM in Reykjavik as
many as possible. They hired a flat where they all stayed, to get to know each other better. As you
can see, it was an amazing start for the club, so we agreed that there was nothing to wait for and
the charter date was set at August 16th, just before the LCI Conference. We knew that possibly
some of the LCI Board could attend as well, which was an extra bonus.
The chartering itself was a nice afternoon, where guests from the motherclub LC1 Akureyri and LC7
Akureyri attended. We were divided into groups and given several tasks to solve in two hours. The
tasks were filmed/photographed so we could prove that we had in fact solved them. The group was
awarded with points from 1 – 20, depending on how difficult the tasks were. To name a few, we
were supposed to milk a cow, kiss a tourist, show a hidden talent, hold a hen, race someone up the
stairs by the church (you remember them) and so on. Then we met at a guesthouse, located at the
countryside and the winning team was found. It was a fantastic way to get to know the other ladies
and great fun as well. Unfortunately our two Ruths only made it to the meeting and were spared the
tasks, so they got off rather easily. It was a proud moment when we chartered our newest, but
highly active club, with 22 members and a special treat to have Ruth H. and Ruth C. there as well.
Ruth H. read greetings from Chantess and also said a few words about what being a member of
Ladies Circle means. What a great day for LC15 and LC Iceland.
Our friends in Round Table Iceland have 16 clubs at the moment, but it was a nice coincidence that
they too chartered their club number 15 recently. RT15 was originally started some years ago but
had a rough start and weren‘t active for some time. So this May, they were re-chartered, with 10
members. As it happens they also had a guest from RTI, because president Jason Thomson
attended and gave a welcoming speech in his own special way. So this is Side by Side in action,
LC15 and RT15 chartered 2015 with a little help from our international friends.
Yours in circling,
Hafdis Inga Haraldsdottir
NP Ladies Circle Iceland 2015 - 2016

Country News
Ladies Cycling To Leuven
With a fantastic AGM in our memories we look forward to the next time we
meet a lot of you again during the MTM in Leuven. As many of you might already know, we are organising something special as a sort of pre-tour: Ladies
Cycling to Leuven.
On Thursday the 28th of January 2016 we will Cycle from Bergen op Zoom (in
The Netherlands) to Leuven (in Belgium). We will do this in one day as it is
‘just’ 85 kilometres to cycle. With this cycling tour we want to raise money for
the new ISP, Little Big Help. This way we combine Friendship and Service in
a unique international way.

Of course you can join us! We’ve arranged everything for you, you only need
to cycle and bring some money for the ISP.
You don’t need to be a very trained cycler to do this, just a Circler with the right spirit who did a little
training to make sure you will be able to sitting afterwards (because your bottom can hurt if you are not
used to sit on a bicycle regularly.
If you are interested in cycling along, please email us at ladiescycling2leuven@gmail.com, and we will
send you the information and the registration form. You can follow us on Facebook and our promotion
video is to be found on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DiYICA2_Hms )
We hope to see you all in Bergen op Zoom so we can cycle to Leuven together, we can cycle as one,
because we are one.
Yours in Friendship,
Liesbeth Stallmann and Femke van Raam

Ladies Circle Morocco - Club 12 Charter
Ladies of Marrakech welcome you for a club charter.
Friday, November 20
Registration and welcoming:
7:00 p.m. at Bab Hotel
Welcome party: 8:30 p.m.
atmosphere 70s (disguised)

Gala Dinner: 9p.m.
Dar Soukkar
Ambiance thousand and one
night, International music, raffle
and other surprises

Saturday, November 21
Official ceremony: 10 am for
mayor of Marrakech
Lunch: 14h in the golf atlas

Located a short distance from
the Royal Palace in Marrakech, it
is designed from the ruins of a
sugar mill of the 16th century,
listed building.

Price: € 240 package

Afternoon: Hamam + scrub +
brushing (optional)

Sunday, November 22
BRUNCH

The price of package don’t include the accommodation

The price of package include all
the transfers (from and to the airport, between the event)

Contact:
Hind Rahimi : 00212661440724
rahimi_hind@yahoo.fr

Country News
80 Years Young Celebrations
Saturday 25th June 2016
St Johns Hotel Solihull
11:30am (three course lunch)

Words cannot describe the pride I am filled with to
serve as National President of LC GB&I 2015/2016,
our founding association, and rest assured I am giving my all in the 79th/80th year.
Having travelled recently to Iceland and met with so
many friends from around the world, many of you will
like me know the enormity of our great family of
associations and clubs all across the world, and we
owe so much to those founding members who 8o
years ago decided that if it was good enough for
their men, then it would be good enough for us
ladies too.
Across the UK and no doubt around the world too,
the name Louis Marchesi is revered within Round
Table. He was the man who nearly 90 years ago,
was inspired by a speech by the then Prince of
Wales, in post Great War Britain and decided to
create a club specifically aimed at young women in
our society, and call upon them to make a difference
to their communities.
Less than 10 years later, the wives and long standing girlfriends (the word ‘partner’ back then was
reserved solely for business partners) of those early
Tablers decided it was time for them to have some
fun too. And so in 1932 in the town of Bournemouth
the first group of women met and formed the first
ever Ladies Circle who helped organise Round
Table Conference. In 1936 eight Circles had come to
fruition
Manchester,
Hastings,
Liverpool,
Middlesborough, Wolverhampton, Doncaster and
Southampton and the decision was taken to form a
national association. After the war the expansion
carried on with Cardiff in 1955, Dumfries in 1956,
Enniskillen in 1959. 1959 saw the formation of
Ladies Circle International by founder countries
GB&I, Sweden and Denmark. We owe a lot to the
women of 1932 and founder President Win Hussey
and today having adapted to modern ways (1993
rules changed and open to all ladies from 18-45
instead of wives of Round Tablers in GB&I) we still
share those original values and beliefs of fun and
community, support and making a difference.
Much has changed over the years hasn’t it? Back
then chips were made only from potato and not
silicone, a mack was a large waterproof coat not a
computer, the word apple only meant a piece of fruit

Ladies Circle GB&I Celebrating 80 years

and PC meant Police Constable not Political
Correctness or another computer. The world was a
bigger place, we did not have a single currency
across all of Europe, travelling to another country
would take days or weeks not hours, passenger
airplanes were not common place, man had not
stepped on the moon, or even made it into space, let
alone considering the real potential to holiday there.
The world was such a different place and yet, those
values of yesteryear are as true and fundamental as
they are today.
We may be able to travel the world, video
conference each other, carry a phone on our person
and meet friends from across the world as easy as
catching a bus or walking to the local shops.
I am sure, however, that despite the passage of
time, the feelings I have when I wear the President’s
gong around my neck, like all of our friends around
the world, in your regions and clubs, are just as
strong, fulfilling and inspiring as they were 80 years
ago. Did those founding ladies know what they
would be creating? Did they have the vision of what
we know today? Probably not! Can we see what the
future might hold for our future members for the next
80 years? No! But one thing is for certain, we owe it
to those founding ladies, to all previous members of
our amazing clubs and associations, and to all future
members across the world to do everything in our
power to not just live life to the full today, but to have
at least one eye on the future, and ensuring we continue to change as the world changes to remain as
relevant in the future and to be the club of choice for
the women who have not yet even been born. We
owe it to ourselves to leave Circle better than we inherited it.
That is why I believe so passionately that now is
“Time to Grow Circle”
Let us raise a glass to those ladies of 80 years ago,
and to those future members in 2095.
Yours in friendship and service

Zoë Xxx

Zoë Gaskill
National President GB&I 2015/2016

Country News

Ladies Circle South-Africa - 57th LCI AGM

Wow! It feels like just the other day that I stood up on the stage in Lusaka, Zambia and delivered our
bid presentation for LCI 2016! And look where we are now!!! South Africa has hosted the LCI
Conference once before in 2000 – Sun City, and we felt it was time to step up and do it again!
The preparations leading up to 2016 was slow and steady at first, but things are now going full
steam ahead! Right down from airport transfers all the way to gala dinner table decorations – we’ve
got it covered! A HUGE amount of hard work, planning and lots of negotiations have gone into our
2016 preparations in order to make LCI 2016 a huge success.
Registrations for LCI 2016 were opened on
the 29th of September and we already have
a good amount of registrations in.
Congratulations to Femke van Raam from
THE Netherlands for being the first official
registration for LCI 2016.
Visit www.lci2016.org for the conference
program, registration and general
information on LCI 2016 and South Africa.
If you have any questions, comments or special requirements, please send us an email to
2016lci@gmail.com and we will be glad to assist.
We would like to extent a special thanks to Hildur and the LCI Iceland team for answering our
20 000 LCI questions - this is the true spirit of “Open your Heart”.
So ladies, with all of that being said – go and register! It’s amazing how so many Circlers from all
over the world can meet up as
strangers and leave as friends.
Judy Theunissen
Convener
LCI 2016
My Cape Town

It’s amazing how so many Circlers from all over the world can meet up as strangers and leave as friends!

Next up >>>
Country Charters

2016
Information and registration
http://ladiescircleusa.org/registration/

Next up >>>
MTM’s 2016

South European and African Regions
Mauritius 5 - 7 February 2016
All information can be seen on the LCI website
For more information contact:
chhyan.Ringadoo@lottotech.mu

North European and Middle European Regions
Leuven, Belgium 29 - 31 January 2016
All information can be seen on the LCI website
For more information and registration:
www.mtm2016.com

